
 
Azalaï recounts experiences only a rare sort of masochist 
would knowingly expose himself to… Nevertheless it is 

excellent reading, affording thorough escape from the familiar and 
adding a novel facet to our understanding of the world and the 
people in it. A.C. Ames, Chicago Sunday Tribune   

 
The author’s careful, low-keyed prose makes his rather 
sensational material (the Taoudeni-Timbuctoo caravan route 

is generally regarded as the worst in the desert). Life-size and 
credible. Highly recommended. The New Yorker 

 
John Skolle 

shed his 
American 
clothes, and set 
off for the 
interior of the 
Sahara Desert 
garbed as a 
Tuareg 
tribesman…the 
only non-African 
ever to have 
made one of the 
toughest treks of 

the Sahara with an azalaï, that great gathering of the camels… 
Whit Burnett, The Saturday Review of Literature 

 
Skolle, much to the amazement of the camel-men and the 
French patrols, bore the agony of the trip… His account of his 

experiences is a vivid and colorful narrative that presents a 
memorable portrait of a region which few Europeans or Americans 
have seen, much less written about. It asks of the reader a taste 
for adventure, a tough mind and a strong stomach,  
but the rewards are considerable.  
Raymond Holden, New York Times Book Review 
 


